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IN MANY GOOD BOOKS, the best chapters come toward 
the end of your reading. You have learned the characters, 
understand the plot, and survived sudden twists and turns, 

and now you are ready to enjoy the end, the icing on the cake. Life 
is often the same way.

Financial life planning helps you discover how to make the most 
of the new chapters in your life. You have enjoyed, or perhaps 
endured, a lot along the way. You’ve likely had a career, maybe 
raised a family, but at a certain point you will probably find 
yourself at a crossroads, wondering what comes next? Financial life 
planning can help you decide, or reaffirm, what you want your life 
to look like. What could you do that will bring a smile to your face 
every day when you wake up and leave you feeling satisfied each 
night when you go to bed?  

Over the course of a series of meetings, a Registered Life Planner 
(RLP) assists clients in mapping out a plan for their future, either as 
an individual or together as a couple. During these conversations, 
the RLP helps you identify and prioritize the most meaningful 
activities or events you want to experience and would regret if 
you were unable to. The conversations are often uplifting, and a 
spouse or significant other might learn things about the other that 
they never knew. It is also inspiring for individuals, as they often 
learn new things about themselves. 

During this process, clients answer a number of directed 
questions to discover, assess, and prioritize their goals. Among 
the potential questions: Currently, what does your typical day 
look like? What would your ideal day look like? What would you 

most regret not having done if you died today? If you 
dream of writing the great American novel, what 
obstacles keep you from doing just that? What do 
you need in your life to feel fulfilled every day? In 
short, what do you want your life to look like now 
and in the future, and what steps must you take to 
live the life you desire? Once you find honest answers 
to these questions, you and the RLP develop a plan 
to prioritize your goals, identify obstacles to reaching 
them, and to determine the actions that must be 
taken to achieve them. If the goal is to scuba dive 
in the Galapagos Islands, what steps must you take 
over the next one month, one year, or five years? The 
RLP then helps you implement a plan to achieve 
your goals, sooner rather than later.

Financial life planning gives people the impetus 
to go out and pursue their dreams. It integrates 
traditional financial planning with the client’s 
heartfelt dreams, creating a more purposeful plan 
for life. It is involved and intense, but fulfilling and 
worth the effort. It is also an ongoing process. An 
RLP will revisit your goals and help with updates as 
you deem necessary. As your goals are achieved, you 
may even wish to add new ones, and the RLP will be 
there to help every step of the way.   

Tom Greider is a Registered Life Planner at Roehl & Yi 
Investment Advisors.

Registered Life Planners lay the 
groundwork for a successful future
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